The Culture of Drugs

A look at the costs of not educating our youth on the realities of the Drug Culture through the eyes and life of a former drug smuggler, trafficker and armed robber. This could be the story of any youth today that falls prey to negative peer pressure and the easy acceptance of substance abuse, especially Marijuana or Crystal Meth. This sad sign of the times started in the 60's and is still growing, we need to find ways to curb the loses to the drug culture and the organized crime and behavioral issues that come with it. The presenter Mike Ryan gives a look at the issues our youth confront and some tools for schools to deal with the issues. He provides an inspiring look at how to educate for change.

A drug, bloodshot eyes, aggression and absenteeism, every teacher has experienced it. Learn how to change it. Join Clean Scene to learn how to change the culture of drugs. Mike Ryan, CEO and Program Director of Clean Scene Network for Youth presents his story of change; from a convict to an educator, Mike deals with the issues schools face with inspiring insight.
One of the tools Clean Scene is using to solve this youth problem is a peer support model called Clean Scene Peer Clubs and is sponsored by Health Canada and Alberta Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission(AADAC). The Clubs have been organized now in more than 40 schools in 11 school divisions in Alberta Canada with an expected growth rate of 100 schools in the coming school year. 
Much of the work of setting up this program is being done using distance education for training facilitators and teacher liaisons with an innovative collaboration with the Alberta Distance learning Centre that allows the program to be delivered with minimal costs to schools through high speed internet. A major corporate sponsor Telus Corporation has sponsored the video conferencing of events to small schools in very distant jurisdictions in the far north of Alberta and even into the North West Territories.
